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Make plans to join us for our 
Thanksgiving Eve Communion Service
on Wednesday, November 27 at 7:00
p.m.  Come join us as we give thanks to
God for our many blessings.

It’s Time To Prepare!!

Graceland Sunday School will be
starting our preparations for this years
Christmas Eve Service.  We will be
learning parts and songs during the
Sunday School hour throughout
November  and December.  Watch next
month’s newsletter for date and time of
the group rehearsal.

Live Nativity and 
Soup and Pie Supper

Mark your Calendars! 
We will be having a
Live Nativity here at
Grace on Sunday,
December 1 from
4:30-6:30 p.m.
In addition, the Board
of Education will be
hosting a Soup and Pie
Supper from 4:30-8:00
p.m.  They will be
serving Chili, Chicken
Noodle, Ham/Potato/
Cheese/Broccoli Soup
and assorted Pies.  A
Free Will donation will
be taken for these

events.  All proceeds will go towards the
line item budget for Christ Lutheran and
Lutheran High Northeast Tuition.  Join
us for some good food and some
wonderful fellowship!

“The Vineyard of the
Lord Almighty”

There is a mistake of gigantic

proportions that is widely held in

Christendom, and I dare say, more firmly

grasped in Lutheran circles than in some

other denominations.  It is a mistaken

belief system so harmful to the church

and to the individual Christian, (to you

and to me), that I do not hesitate to call it

heresy.  A heresy, according to the old

1927 Concordia Publishing House

Encyclopedia, is an erroneous distortion

of Divine Truth.  I don’t think that any of

us intended to distort the truth, but, over

the years it has gradually crept in.  The

Lutheran Reformation of the 16  centuryth

so emphasized Justification by Faith

Alone, through Grace Alone, that

succeeding generations have highlighted

grace to the point of treating it as if

God’s grace were so far reaching as to

expect no response.  And “Faith Alone”

that comes as a gift of the Holy Spirit has

been emphasized as if to require no

response. 

In order to present this truth here

please allow me to simply tell the same

story that Isaiah spoke to people of

Judah, and that Jesus spoke to the chief

priests and elders of Jerusalem.  The

meaning of both stories is exactly the

same, even though the stories were told

more than 700 years apart.  As we know

from Chapter 6 of Isaiah, he became a

prophet of the Lord in the year that King

Uzziah died, 740 BC.  It happened by

means of the purification of his lips

delivered with the tongs of a Seraph

angel.  Seraphs are angels that attend the

throne of God.  Isaiah 6:7ff says: “ With

(the live coal) he touched my mouth and

said, ‘See, this has touched your lips;

your guilt is taken away and your sin

atoned for.’ Then I heard the voice of the

Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send?  And

who will go for us?’  And I said, ‘Here

am I.  Send me!’ He said, ‘Go and tell

this people.’”

Here now we have one of the songs

that Isaiah composed, (or shall I say

vinted) to tell the story of God’s people

Israel, as he developed for them a

theology of wine-making.  Isaiah 5:1, 2

says: “I will sing for the one I love a song

about his vineyard: My loved one had a

vineyard on a fertile hillside.  He dug it

up and cleared it of stones and planted it

with the choicest vines.  He built a

watchtower in it and cut out a winepress

as well.  Then he looked for a crop of

good grapes, but it yielded only bad

fruit.”  Let’s identify some parts of the

song of Isaiah:
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