Grace Lutheran Church
Norfolk, Nebraska
Ray S. Wilke, Pastor
Chris Asbury, Associate Pastor

November 22, 2020

Last Sunday of the Church Year

FROM THE RECORDS OF LAST SUNDAY
Attendance
Saturday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Total Attendance. . . . . . . . . . . . 154
Sunday.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119
Communed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106
Offerings
Operating Fund. . . . . . . . $6,047.34
Needed to Meet Budget.. 11,096.00
Total towards Budget. . . . 6,047.34
SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE
Saturday
Sunday
Organist: Emily Carlson
Emily Carlson
Elders: Andrew Keseman
Shawn Beaudette
Ushers: Ben Brummels, Kevin Kortje
Mike Roeber, Ray W ilke II
Video Operator:
Phil Zastrow
Altar Guild:
Cleone Brenneman, Marge Reikofski
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November 22, 2020
Last Sunday of the Church Year
5:30 p.m. Saturday and 10:00 a.m. Sunday
Opening Hymn: “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”
LSB 348
THE CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday:

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Matthew 25:31-46

Monday:

Haggai 1:2-10; Matthew 24:1-14
Quilting 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday:

Malachi 1:1-14; Matthew 24:15-31
Men’s Breakfast Study 7:00 a.m.

Wednesday:

Malachi 2:1-16; Matthew 24:32-51
Thanksgiving Eve Comm. Service 7:00 p.m.

Thursday:

Malachi 3:1-12; Matthew 25:1-18
Office Closed

Friday:

Malachi 3:13-18; Matthew 25:19-30
Office Closed

Saturday:

Malachi 4:1-6; Matthew 25:31-46
W orship Service 5:30 p.m.

Next Sunday: Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 11:1-10
W orship Service 10:00 a.m.
Graceland & Catechism Class 8:30 a.m.
Building Faithful Families 8:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class 8:30 a.m.
Coffee/Fellowship Time 9:30 a.m.

Opening Versicles
P: This is the day which the Lord has made;
C: let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised.
P: Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
C: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than
dwell in the tents of the wicked.
P: Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
C: Teach me Your paths.
P: Sanctify us in Your truth.
C: Your Word is truth.
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C: The name of the Lord is to be praised.
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Canticle: “Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord” LSB 935

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.
Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his
hand.

“Appalachian Grace”

Adult Choir

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
(The last enemy to be destroyed is death.)

Collect of the Day
P: Let us pray. Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed
Your Son as judge of the living and the dead. Enable us to wait
in hope for the day of His return with our eyes fixed on the
kingdom prepared for Your own from the foundation of the
world; through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

P.
C.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46
(The separation of the sheep and the goats)

P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth
chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

(God will search for His sheep.)

P.
C.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 95:1-7
P: Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
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descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Sermon Hymn: “Creator of the Stars of Night”

5.

6.

Offertory: “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”

LSB 351

O Thou, whose coming is with dread To judge the living and the
dead,
Preserve us from the ancient foe While still we dwell on earth
below.
To God the Father and the Son And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be From age to age eternally.
Amen.

Sermon

Collection Plates are located at the entrance of the Church

Prayer
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
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LSB 806

P:
C:
P:

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and
with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of
all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the
widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . (additional prayers) . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Blessing
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”

The Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
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LSB 680

NOTES AND NEWS
Welcome You enter this church, not as a stranger, but as a guest of
God. Come, then, with joy in your hearts and thanks on your lips
into His presence, offering to Him your love and service. Please sign
the Welcome Book in the pew.
Flowers on the altar are given by Rob and Vickie Jenkins to beautify
our sanctuary.
The Lutheran Hour: “Politics in Perspective” Political turmoil is
nothing new and political security is only temporary. We can’t escape
politics. However, Dr.Michael Zeigler offers good news of a
kingdom that cannot be overthrown and will never pass away (Daniel
7:1-14). Hear the message Sunday on WJAG at 7:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m.

Stewardship Corner: In Jesus’ time on earth, He chose His disciples
in a much different way than the practices of His day. Disciples often
chose rabbis for themselves from whom they hoped to gain deeper
insights into the meaning of the Torah. In contrast to all this, Jesus
told His disciples, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you…to go
and bear fruit” (John 15:16). Jesus did the choosing and the calling.
Even more radical, Jesus called His disciples to a lifetime of
commitment. He called them and brought them into a new
relationship with Him. In the same way today, Jesus calls and seeks
a relationship with us. He invites us to follow Him so we can be part
of His family and enjoy His love and blessings. As His disciples, we
enjoy God’s fellowship, and we are empowered by Him to bear fruit.

The Lutheran Hour on WJAG: Letters to annual sponsors have been
sent. I am preparing the broadcast calendar for 2021. Do you have
a special event to observe? Now is the time to reserve a broadcast
date for 2021. Contact Arlan Warneke at 402-329-6686.
Life Thoughts in the Church Year: “As you did it to one of the least
of these my brothers, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). Jesus has
consecrated your life in His incarnation and crucifixion. And in the
same way He has sanctified every human life, no matter what age,
appearance, or ability. When we behold our unborn neighbors, when
we are for incapacitated ones, when we advocate for embryos or
elderly, we encounter God.

Decorating the Church: We will be decorating the Sanctuary for
Advent and Christmas on Saturday, December 5 beginning at
10:00a.m. Please come and join us!

This Advent season, Grace Lutheran Sunday School is providing our
Sunday School families with a Jesse Tree Family Activity Kit. These
boxes will be distributed to our Sunday School families this Sunday,
Sunday, November 22. The Sunday School staff is excited to share
this activity with the children and their families!

The season of Advent starts next Sunday, November 29. Advent
Devotion booklets are now available in the back of the church. We
have both regular and large print devotions.

Please be aware that the Sunday School children will be recording
their Christmas Eve Service in the Sanctuary on Sunday, December
6 beginning at 8:30 am with the goal of being done by 9:30.

Make sure and join us this Wednesday, November 25, for our
Thanksgiving Eve Service at 7:00 p.m. Come early and enjoy a
longer segment of wonderful Pre-service music.
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From Christ Lutheran School: I want to thank everyone who ordered
a turkey dinner last Sunday evening. One of our parent survey
comments last year was to try and do some new fundraisers. We
listened and tried to tackle this new fundraiser to replace the pancake
feed due to COVID. Overall, we were very pleased with how it went
and I want to thank the PTL, BOE, student helpers, and teachers for
their hard work! It took many extra hours for our staff to plan, cook,
and execute the meal. WE WERE ABLE TO RAISE JUST OVER
$7,000! I would like to apologize to those who had to wait longer
than we had hoped but thank you for your patience! This event got
really big and exceeded our expectations of meals ordered. But, I
appreciate CLS for trying something new and I anticipate us trying
to do new things! Our staff has already discussed ways to make this
event more efficient if we were to do it again next year.
Drew Urban, Principal
“Warmth, Peace, and Pajamas” The Salvation Army this Christmas
Season, along with their usual “Toy and Food Drive” is again
collecting new pajamas for the pajama project. Our greatest need is
children sizes 8 through Adult extra-large. Please consider making
a monetary donation or buying a new pair of pajamas so that all of
Norfolk’s children can sleep in warmth. Checks made payable to
“Norfolk Salvation Army Pajama Project” can be dropped off or
mailed to Salvation Army, 610 W. Norfolk Ave. New pajamas can
be dropped off at Salvation Army, WJAG Radio Station located at
309 Braasch Ave., or Sundance Investments located at 100 N. 34th St.
Suite F. Deadline is Thursday, Dec. 17. Thanks for your support.
The Mission Statement of Grace Lutheran Church
Founded and established in Grace, the people in this congregation
seek to:
_ Provide a place to worship and to teach the Word of God in its
truth and purity.
_ Administer the sacraments that the spiritual, physical, and
emotional needs of all members may be fulfilled.
_ Serve the unchurched and those in need with spiritual and
physical provision that they may come to know our Savior, Jesus
Christ, Who died on the cross for all.
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