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November 29, 2020 1  Sunday in Adventst

As We Gather:  We begin a new Church Year boldly begging for the
advent of our risen Lord Jesus, His final coming to rescue and save
us. Our boldness, however, is tempered with the humility of faith that
says, “Nevertheless, Thy will be done.” For we know and even expect
that His answer to our prayer will be hidden in mystery. It may be the
mystery of our continued cry for mercy or the surprise of His final
advent as victorious Lord and Judge of all. We know what followed
our Lord’s humble entry into Jerusalem that great and holy week of
His passion, namely, the mystery and surprise that His victory and the
glory of God should be displayed for all the world on a cross. So
today we pray with bold humility and confidence, for His coming and
deliverance will always have a note of surprise—blessed surprise. 

FROM THE RECORDS OF LAST SUNDAY

Attendance

Sunday.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98

Offerings

Operating Fund. . . . . . . . $8,509.94

Total towards Budget. . . . 8,509.94

Needed to Meet Budget.. 11,096.00

Building Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE

Saturday Sunday

Organist:  Emily Carlson Emily Carlson

Elders:  Chuck Gubbels Andrew Keseman

Ushers:  Bryce Dennis, Justin Shaver

Video Operator:  Shawn Fuhrman

Altar Guild:  Eileen Hoskinson, Valinda Klug
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THE CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday: Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 11:1-10

Monday: Isaiah 1:1-18; Revelation 1:1-20

Quilting  1:00 p.m.

Tuesday: Isaiah 2:1-18; Revelation 2:1-11

Board of Ed.  6:00 p.m.

Trustees  6:45 p.m.

Elders  7:30 p.m.

Wednesday: Isaiah 5:1-16; Revelation 2:12-29

Advent Worship  10:00 a.m.

Ladies’ Bible Class  11:00 a.m.

Mercy Meals  1:00 p.m.

5th-8th Catechism  3:45 p.m.

Jubilee Ringers  5:00 p.m.

Ding-A-Lingers  5:30 p.m.

Shekinah  6:00 p.m.

Advent Worship  7:00 p.m.

Adult Choir  7:45 p.m.

Thursday: Isaiah 6:1-13; Revelation 3:1-13

Sunday Service on channel 12,  10:30 a.m.

Friday: Isaiah 7:10-14; Revelation 3:14-22

Saturday: Isaiah 8:16 - 9:2; Revelation 4:1 - 5:10

Decorate Church  10:00 a.m.

Communion Service  5:30 p.m.

Next Sunday: Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8

Communion Service  10:00 a.m.

Graceland & Catechism Class  8:30 a.m.

Building Faithful Families  8:30 a.m.

Adult Bible Class  8:30 a.m.

Coffee/Fellowship Time  9:30 a.m.

November 29, 2020 1  Sunday in Adventst

5:30 p.m. Saturday and 10:00 a.m. Sunday

Opening Hymn:  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 340

Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is

not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful

and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who
believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the
children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  May the
Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: Amen. 

Lighting the Advent Candle 
P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C: the light no darkness can overcome. 
P: Let Your light scatter the darkness 
C: and illumine Your Church.

Hymn:  “We Light the Advent Candle” 

Introit:  Psalm 25:1–3 
P: To You, O Lord,
C: I lift up my soul;
P: in You I trust, O my God. Do not let me be put to shame,
C: nor let my enemies triumph over me.
P: No one whose hope is in You will ever be put to shame,
C: but they will be put to shame who are treacherous without

excuse.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

Kyrie (LSB p. 168-169)
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Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. By Your own great power, O Lord, we pray that

You come to us to protect us by Your might from all evil, and

deliver and save us from our sins; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 64:1–9
(Rend the heavens and come down) 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gradual:  Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
P: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
C: Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.
P: Behold, your king is coming to you;
C: righteous and having salvation.
P: Blessèd is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

Epistle:  1 Corinthians 1:3–9
(Thanksgiving) 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Verse:  Psalm 24:7 
P: Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors,

that the King of glory may come in. 
C: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Holy Gospel:  Mark 11:1–10
(The triumphal entry) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and

earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Sermon Hymn:  “Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB 332 v.1-4

Sermon

Collection Plates are located at the entrance of the Church

Offertory (LSB p. 176)

Prayer of the Church 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for

all people according to their needs. Almighty God, our Father,
we give You thanks that You bring us once again into a new
Church Year whereby we confess and proclaim Your great love
for the world in the sending of Your only-begotten Son as the
Child of the Virgin Mary, the Lamb proclaimed by John the
Baptist, the teacher of the holy apostles, the sacrifice for the sins
of the world on the cross, and the risen Savior of all, who will
come again in glory on the Last Day. Lord, keep us in this
confession and faith, and bless its proclamation throughout the
world. Lord, in Your mercy, 
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C: hear our prayer. 
P: Supply Your whole Church on earth with faithful pastors and

laborers who will continually feed and lead Your people, rightly
proclaiming Your Word, administering Your Holy Sacraments,
and caring for all in their charge.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Comfort, O Lord, all who are in trouble, danger, or illness,

[especially . . .]. Grant healing, peace, and courage for all
bearing their crosses to Your praise and honor. Lord, in Your
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: As Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, came down to us at
Christmas and now comes to us by Your Spirit in Your Word,
we pray for His final coming to deliver us all in the great day of
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Into Your hands, O Lord, we
commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever.  Amen.

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine

on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and give you peace.

C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn:  “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” LSB 334 v.1-4
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NOTES AND NEWS

Welcome in the name of our blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, as we once
again begin to celebrate the Advent season.  May your visit with us
be a blessed one, and may the blessings of Jesus Christ be multiplied
in you.  Please sign the Welcome Book in the pew.

The Lutheran Hour:  “Magnum Opus”  How is God like a band
director?  Learn how God enables us to play our part in His “Magnum
Opus” (Daniel 8:27).  Hear the message Sunday on WJAG at 7:30
a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

Life Thoughts in the Church Year:  Restore us, O God (Psalm 80:7)! 
Restore us by Your humble coming among us.  Restore our courage
to speak for those vulnerable to using death as a solution.  Restore our
compassion to serve their survival and salvation as You have ours. 
Restore our congregations to welcome, receive, and embrace every
human life.  Restore our communities to accompany instead of
abandoning.  And restore our country to protect and provide for
unborn and elderly.

Stewardship Corner:  In our stewardship journey, we are transformed
into new people who are changed by the Holy Spirit from self-
centered to Christ-centered people.  In Christ, we are new creations
(2 Corinthians 5:17).  We have been changed from selfish to generous
people.  We move forward in our generosity, learning to give more
and more.  Our journey will be marked by ups and downs, but with
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we continue moving forward by
God’s grace.  Our journey and transformation are only complete in
our eternal home with Jesus. 

Decorating the Church: We will be decorating the Sanctuary for
Advent and Christmas on Saturday, December 5 beginning at
10:00a.m.  Please come and join us!

Please be aware that the Sunday School children will be recording
their Christmas Eve Service in the Sanctuary on Sunday, December
6 beginning at 8:30 am with the goal of being done by 9:30.

The season of Advent starts this Sunday, November 29.  Advent

Devotion booklets are now available in the back of the church.  We

have both regular and large print devotions.

Make sure and join us for our Wednesday Advent Services starting

this Wednesday, December 2, and continuing December 9 and 16. 

Services are at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Christ, Grace, Mt. Olive, and Our Savior in Norfolk are hosting a

Drive Thru Live Nativity December 13th, 1-5pm at Divots DeVent

Center parking lot, free and open to the public.  The Drive Thru Live

Nativity will include seven scenes from the Christmas story, music,

Bible readings, actors, live animals, and giveaway gifts that go along

with each scene to help families share the story in their cars and

afterwards at home.  We need your help.  Would you or your family

consider signing up for a half hour shift as a Bible character from the

Christmas story?  Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.  If you have any

questions, contact Pastor Asbury.

2021 LUTHERAN BIBLE INSTITUTE: JESUS OUR JOSHUA

Bring your Bible and a friend and join us for an in-depth study of the

book of Joshua, one of our fathers in the faith and a crucial Old

Testament character. Learn to follow Jesus, our Joshua.

Dates: January 10th, 17th, 24th (31 )st

Times: 1:30-4:30, Sunday afternoons

Location: Grace-Norfolk

Live Online: facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchNorfolkNE

Cost: FREE .
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It’s time once again for the Family Christmas Tree.  This year we are
collecting items for the Orphan Grain Train Christmas Boxes for next
year.  Take a tag from the tree in the Narthex and return the item
unwrapped either under the tree or to the Church Office.

“Warmth, Peace, and Pajamas” The Salvation Army this Christmas
Season, along with their usual “Toy and Food Drive” is again
collecting new pajamas for the pajama project.  Our greatest need is
children sizes 8 through Adult extra-large.  Please consider making
a monetary donation or buying a new pair of pajamas so that all of
Norfolk’s children can sleep in warmth.  Checks made payable to
“Norfolk Salvation Army Pajama Project” can be dropped off or
mailed to Salvation Army, 610 W. Norfolk Ave.  New pajamas can
be dropped off at Salvation Army, WJAG Radio Station located at
309 Braasch Ave., or Sundance Investments located at 100 N. 34  St.th

Suite F.  Deadline is Thursday, Dec. 17.  Thanks for your support.

Hospitalized? Want a Pastor to visit?  Please call the church or the
pastors directly.  Otherwise it is possible the hospital will not notify
us.

Prayer Works!  We at Grace believe in the power of God to answer
prayers.  The Lord Himself encourages us to call upon Him.  May we
do this on your behalf?  Please fill out a yellow Prayer Request Card
and place it in our Prayer Request Box in the Narthex.

The Mission Statement of Grace Lutheran Church
Founded and established in Grace, the people in this congregation
seek to:
_ Provide a place to worship and to teach the Word of God in its

truth and purity.
_ Administer the sacraments that the spiritual, physical, and

emotional needs of all members may be fulfilled.
_ Serve the unchurched and those in need with spiritual and

physical provision that they may come to know our Savior, Jesus
Christ, Who died on the cross for all.
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