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Epiphany Sunday

As We Gather: We consider the mysteries highlighted by the
Readings for the Feast of the Epiphany. The Wise Men, or Magi,
mysteriously show up in Jerusalem, and these strangers are looking
for the King of the Jews. The King of the Jews is mysteriously an
infant, born to a humble family in Bethlehem, not in Jerusalem. And
this King of the Jews mysteriously invites all people from all nations
into His kingdom. These mysteries, hidden for the ages, is revealed
in Jesus, the Light of the world.
FROM THE RECORDS OF LAST SUNDAY
Attendance
Saturday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Total Attendance. . . . . . . . . . . . 166
Sunday.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131
Communed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113
Offerings
Operating Fund. . . . . . . . $6,725.09
Needed to Meet Budget.. 11,096.00
Missions & Synod. . . . . . . . . 60.00
Building Fund. . . . . . . . . . . 680.00
Total towards Budget. . . . 6,785.09
SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE
Saturday
Sunday
Organist: Emily Carlson
Emily Carlson
Elders: Josh Freudenburg
Andrew Keseman
Ushers: Kevin Kortje
Ben Brummels, Ray W ilke II
Video Operator:
Shawn Fuhrman

Pastor
Ray S. Wilke
84607 Hadar Rd.
402-841-1785

Associate Pastor
Chris Asbury
2800 Rolling Hills Dr.
402-302-4232
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January 10, 2021
Epiphany Sunday
5:30 p.m. Saturday and 10:00 a.m. Sunday
Opening Hymn: “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”
LSB 400 v. 1-4
THE CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday:

Genesis 1:1-5; Mark 1:4-11
Koinonia 7:00 p.m.

Monday:

Proverbs 1:1-19; Luke 3:1-22
Quilting 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday:

Proverbs 1:20-33; Luke 4:14-30
Church Council 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday:

Proverbs 3:5-30; Luke 4:31-44
5th-8th Catechism 3:45 p.m.

Thursday:

Proverbs 4:1-27; Luke 5:1-16
Sunday Service on channel 12, 10:30 a.m.

Friday:

Proverbs 8:1-29; Luke 5:17-39

Saturday:

Proverbs 9:1-18; Luke 7:1-17
Communion Service 5:30 p.m.

Next Sunday: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); John 1:43-51
Communion Service 10:00 a.m.
Graceland & Catechism Class 8:30 a.m.
Building Faithful Families 8:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class 8:30 a.m.
Coffee/Fellowship Time 9:30 a.m.

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Sentences
P: Arise, shine, for your light has come!
C: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world.
P: All the nations shall come to the light of Christ.
C: Kings shall bring Him gifts.
P: For Christ reveals the mystery hidden through the ages,
C: that all nations are partakers of the promise in Jesus Christ.
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Confession and Absolution
P: Through the Gospel, all people are fellow heirs of salvation and
members of the same Body. Yet there have been times when we
have failed to live in unity, when we have failed to treat our
brothers and sisters in Christ with respect and honor. Our
heavenly Father invites us to return to Him and ask for His
forgiveness.
Heavenly Father,
C: we confess that we have not loved You with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have
created division and discord. We have hidden the light of
Christ from others. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us with the
light of Christ, that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy sent His Son, Jesus, into our world
to shine as a light for all people, including You. Jesus has died
for your sins and is risen for your righteousness. Therefore, as a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. We are partakers of the promise. We are forgiven in
Christ.
Introit Hymn: “Angels from the Realms of Glory”

LSB 367 v.3

Kyrie
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
Hymn of Praise: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”
LSB 394 v. 1 & 5
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Gradual: Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8
P: Praise the Lord, all nations!
C: Extol Him, all peoples!
P: For great is His steadfast love toward us,
C: and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
P: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name;
C: bring an offering, and come into His courts!
Epistle: Ephesians 3:1–12
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, in Your incarnation, You dwelt
among us in light and love. Help us to be light to those who do
not know You and to share Your love with those who are in
darkness, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1–6
(The nations shall come to Your light.)

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick
darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory
will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your eyes all around,
and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall
come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. Then
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because
the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the
nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the
young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news,
the praises of the Lord.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

(The mystery hidden for ages)

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles—assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s
grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read
this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which
was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.
This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel. Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of
God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. To
me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given,
to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to
bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God, who created all things, so that through the church the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we
have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Verse: Matthew 2:2b
P: Alleluia. Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? For
we saw His star when it rose and have come to worship Him.
Alleluia.
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:1–12
(The Magi visit Jesus.)

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his
star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: “‘And you,
O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd
my people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly
and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on
their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own
country by another way.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Sermon Hymn: “As with Gladness Men of Old”

Collection Plates are located at the entrance of the church
Offertory (LSB p. 159-160)
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LSB 397

P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:
C:

Prayer of the Church Response from LSB 400:1
P: Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Light of the world,
C: dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
P: Lord, there are many divisions in the church, divisions based on
class, race, wealth, and age, divisions that need not exist. Bring
unity where there is division, peace where there is discord, and
reconciliation where there is conflict. Light of the world,
C: dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
P: Lord, comfort all those who are suffering in the darkness of
grief, [especially . . .]. Comfort them with the hope and promise
of the resurrection to eternal life. Light of the world,
C: dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
P: Lord, strengthen all marriages, encourage those who are single,
and help us to recognize the value of each person, for Your
redemption stretches to all people. Light of the world,
C: dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.

Lord, bless all pastors, teachers, church planters, missionaries,
musicians, and servants in Your Church. Embolden them as they
seek to reflect Your light to all the nations. Light of the world,
dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and
recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them, and heal
them according to Your good and gracious will. Light of the
world,
dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
Lord, shine Your light of hope upon all those who are caregivers.
Send them rest and peace, knowing that in You their labor is not
in vain. Light of the world,
dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
Lord, we commend all of these things to Your caring hands,
trusting in Your mercy to all people. Light of the world,
dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.

The Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have welcomed
us into the Body of Christ and have given us Your Church as a
home for all nations. Strengthen us through Your Word that we
may love others as Christ first loved us; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn: “May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill”

NOTES AND NEWS
In the name of Jesus, we welcome all our guests and visitors
worshiping with us today. We hope that you may share in the same
joy of the forgiveness of sins in Christ as we do.
Please sign the Welcome Book in the pew.

LSB 698
The Lutheran Hour: “The Backstory Behind a Bible ‘Contradiction’”
When you open yourself up to hearing the backstory behind the
apparent contradiction, you may encounter what the Bible is all about
(Mark 2:13-28). Hear the message Sunday on WJAG at 7:30 a.m.
and 12:30 p.m.
Life Thoughts in the Church Year: Even in a formless, dark, and
empty early universe, God made Himself present and powerful
(Genesis 1:2). Surprise pregnancies sometimes seem just so
uncertain. Terminal diagnoses can feel that desperate. But this Lord
buried Himself in our graveyard (Romans 6:4). This Savior sowed
life in death’s shadowy valleys. We need not let abortion or assisted
suicide root us there as residents. The Heavenly Father always comes
close and brings His own new creation to blossom.
Stewardship Corner: Without the Holy Spirit, we could not
acknowledge Jesus as the Lord of our lives or live our lives as Godpleasing stewards. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore I want you to
understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says ‘Jesus
is accursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the Holy
Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:3). By grace, then, as called and equipped
believers, empowered by the Holy Spirit to be stewards, we can serve
as Sunday school teachers, sing in the choir, serve as ushers, give
generously, and spend time with the lonely and sick. By our own
reason or strength, we can’t be the stewards God wants us to be. In
Christ, we are new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17). The Holy Spirit
continually reminds us that God initiates all things. Our stewardship
is a response to what God has already done for us in Jesus.
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Building Faithful Families: Please join us next Sunday in the
conference room at 8:30. Emily Carlson is our guest speaker and will
talk about Why Gender Matters: What parents and teachers need to
know about the emerging science of sex differences.
If you would like a poinsettia, please feel free to take one. They are
located on the table by the mothers’ room.
There will be NO Ladies’ Bible Class, Mary-Martha, or Ladies’ Aid
this month.
The Lutheran Bible Institute scheduled to start this Sunday here at
Grace has been cancelled.
The Altar Guild and various board members will be taking down the
Christmas decorations this Sunday, January 10, immediately
following the church service. Anyone who would like to stay and
help, it would be greatly appreciated.
Lutheran High Northeast’s first blood drive of the year will be held
on Monday, January 18th from Noon-6pm. We had a high number of
donors in November with a few students donating for their first time!
If you are able, please come donate. If you have questions, please call
our office at 402-379-3040.
Prayer Chain: If you have requests, please fill out a yellow Prayer
Request Card and place it in our Prayer Request Box in the Narthex.

