
Grace Lutheran Church
Norfolk, Nebraska

Ray S. Wilke, Pastor
Chris Asbury, Associate Pastor

July 25, 2021 9  Sunday after Pentecostth

As We Gather: God’s promise of life in the rainbow summons us to
hope in God. The apostle Paul urges us to discover and to know how
real and firm is God’s love. Like the fearful disciples in today’s
Gospel, we may have doubts of faith. But God’s Word assures us:
“Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid” (Mark 6:50). This causes us to
stop our worrying and believe. Hope in God can calm you. The love
of God can convince you. Here, now, at His mighty Word, your sins
are forgiven, and you have hope, love, and life. We now gather before
Him, our Creator, our Redeemer, and our loving God. 

FROM THE RECORDS OF LAST SUNDAY

Attendance

Saturday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Sunday.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162

Total Attendance. . . . . . . . . . . . 197

Communed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

Offerings

Operating Fund. . . . . . . . $9,725.15

Total towards Budget. . . . 9,725.15

Needed to Meet Budget.. 11,096.00

Building Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE

Saturday Sunday

Organist:  Emily Carlson Emily Carlson

Elders:  Andrew Keseman Kim McDaniel

Ushers:  Wilson Long, Ben Brummels Bryce Dennis, Wade Schaefer

Video Operator:  Shawn Fuhrman

 Altar Guild:  Paul & Dorla Warneke

Acolytes:  Taelin Baumann
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THE CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday: Genesis 9:8-17; Mark 6:45-56

Monday: 2 Samuel 12:1-10, 13-23; Matthew 5:1-20

Quilting  1:00 p.m.

Tuesday: 2 Samuel 15:1-23; Matthew 5:21-32

Worship at Bel Air  10:00 a.m.

Wednesday: 2 Samuel 15:24-37; Matthew 5:33-48

Ladies’ Bible Class  10:00 a.m.

Thursday: 2 Samuel 18:1-18; Matthew 6:1-18

Sunday Service on channel 12,  10:30 a.m.

Friday: 2 Samuel 24:1-25; Matthew 6:19-34

Saturday: 1 Chronicles 22:1-19; Matthew 7:1-12

Communion Service  5:30 p.m.

Next Sunday: Exodus 16:2-15; John 6:22-35

Communion Service  10:00 a.m.

Adult Bible Class  8:30 a.m.

Coffee/Fellowship Time  9:30 a.m.

July 25, 2021 9  Sunday after Pentecostth

5:30 p.m. Saturday and 10:00 a.m. Sunday

Opening Hymn:  “God Himself Is Present” LSB 907

Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 
P: Since the beginning of time, God has revealed His will to seek

and to save that which was lost. No matter how often we have
entered the gates of God’s place, whether often or rarely,
because of sin, we are all lost, on our own, and helpless. Let us
therefore approach God in humility to receive His forgiveness. 

C: O God, I believe in You; O Lord, I trust Your promise to
save me. Forgive me for my sins in thought, word, and deed.
Come to me, though I am not worthy. Come to me with Your
promise, with Your touch of forgiveness, healing, help, and
life. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

P: God has come to you in grace and mercy. Upon this your
confession, as a called and ordained servant of the Word and by
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Introit:  Psalm 145:1-3, 6-7; antiphon: v.5

On the glorious splendor of your | majesty,
and on your wondrous works, I will | meditate.

I will extol you, my | God and King,
and bless your name forever and | ever.

Every day I will | bless you
and praise your name forever and | ever.
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Great is the Lord, and greatly | to be praised,
and his greatness is un- | searchable.

They shall speak of the might of your | awesome deeds,
and I will declare your | greatness.

They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant | goodness
and shall sing aloud of your | righteousness.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Kyrie (LSB p. 152-153)

Hymn of Praise:  Gloria in Excelsis (LSB p. 154)
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Salutation 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. O God, our Redeemer, according to Your gracious

promises and gift of salvation, help us now in any anxiety or fear
to believe in Your love and power to deliver us, and restore to us
Your gift of life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. 

C: Amen. 

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 9:8–17
(The covenant of the rainbow) 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gradual:  Romans 11:33, 36 
P: Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
C: How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable

His ways! 
P: For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 
C: To Him be glory forever. Amen. 

Epistle:  Ephesians 3:14–21
(Prayer for spiritual strength) 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Verse:  Mark 6:50c 
P: Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid. Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel:  Mark 6:45–56
(Jesus walks on water.) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

The Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven

and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
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for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come.  Amen.

Sermon Hymn:  “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” LSB 761

Sermon

Collection of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory:  “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” LSB 699

Prayer of the Church

The Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever.  Amen.

 

Collect 
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, keep us firm in the true faith

throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His
coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face

shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you
with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn:  “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” LSB 717
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NOTES AND NEWS

Welcome  It is our prayer that your worship with us today will make
your faith and ours in Jesus Christ grow stronger, your love for Him
much greater and your service in His Kingdom a lifelong happening.
Please sign the Welcome Book in the pew.

Flowers on the altar are given by Glenn and Sandy Spreeman in
celebration of their July birthdays and in remembrance of their
parents.

The Lutheran Hour:  “The Peace Child”  A story about warring tribes
and the peace which comes only through the giving of a son
(Ephesians 3).  Hear the message Sunday on WJAG at 7:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m.

Life Thoughts in the Church Year:  Supporters of physician-assisted
suicide might label the martyrdom of St. James as undignified. He did
not choose the timing of his death. He had no control over the manner
of his passing. But history and heaven celebrate both his life and his
last breath. He met his demise with courage and purpose that allowed
him to go gracefully with a Savior whose presence and promises to
dignify and sanctify even lives death attempts to humiliate.

Stewardship Corner:  Being a steward gives us our identity.  We
acknowledge and accept God’s absolute authority.  “You shall have
no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3).  We understand our
purpose.  Realizing our position and purpose in life gives us balance
and perspective.  We live as grateful people who have a deep sense
that all of life is a gift from the love and grace of God.  We come into
this world with nothing and leave with nothing.  As transformed
people, we turn the management of our lives over to Jesus.  As
stewards, we willingly ask the question: “What is God’s way?”

Hospitalized? Want a Pastor to visit?  Please call the church or the
pastors directly.  Otherwise it is possible the hospital will not notify
us.

Orphan Grain Train Christmas Gift Boxes:  “Dear Precious Child,
you are receiving this gift because you are loved.  You are loved by
the person who prepared this box.  More importantly, you are loved
by Jesus.”  Over the last two years we sent this note along with the
2259 Orphan Grain Train Christmas boxes we packed.  The children
around the world who received these boxes rarely receive any gifts.
Some do not own anything other than the clothes on their back. Some
do not know the Christmas story.  Our goal this year is to share
another 1500 gift boxes through Orphan Grain Train so even more
children can hear the Christmas story.  You can help us fill these
boxes using monetary gifts or donations of clothes and toys.  Each
box contains a t-shirt, socks, underwear, coloring book, stickers,
crayons, ball, toothbrush, stuffed animal, and toy.  The boxes are for
children ages 2 to 12.  We are collecting new underwear, new socks,
24 count boxes of crayons, coloring books, pages of stickers, plastic
and rubber balls, and toothbrushes in individual packages.  Used
items to be donated include t-shirts, stuffed animals, and toys
including dolls, Barbies, blocks (Legos, Duplos, wooden), and
children’s puzzles.  Take a tag from the Christmas in July tree and
return the items to the tree.  Any used items to be donated may also
be placed under the tree.  Monetary donations (marked “Grace
Lutheran Christmas Box Project”) can be sent to Grace Lutheran
Church or Orphan Grain Train, Norfolk, NE.  We are collecting
donations through July 31 .  If you have any questions or wouldst

like to help pack the boxes, contact Kelly Asbury at 402-371-3521.
You can help these children know they are precious and that Jesus is
the greatest gift of all!
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Beef Blast 2021:  Please mark your calendars for August 29th when
we will be having our Annual LHNE Beef Blast 2021. This event is
a great opportunity to visit LHNE, meet the students, enjoy a picnic
style beef meal and participate in the live and silent auctions to
benefit student tuition aid and needed programs. If you haven’t
attended before, it is a very exciting and fun day for LHNE students,
parents, and staff. 

Prayer Works!  We at Grace believe in the power of God to answer
prayers.  The Lord Himself encourages us to call upon Him.  May we
do this on your behalf?  Please fill out a yellow Prayer Request Card
and place it in our Prayer Request Box in the Narthex.

The Mission Statement of Grace Lutheran Church
Founded and established in Grace, the people in this congregation
seek to:
_ Provide a place to worship and to teach the Word of God in its

truth and purity.
_ Administer the sacraments that the spiritual, physical, and

emotional needs of all members may be fulfilled.
_ Serve the unchurched and those in need with spiritual and

physical provision that they may come to know our Savior, Jesus
Christ, Who died on the cross for all.

The Vision Statement of Grace Lutheran Church
Enhance Grace Lutheran as an outreaching, unified, and friendly
congregation; support the area Lutheran high school; continue
support of worldwide missions and in particular the Orphan Grain
Train; and be receptive to change for a stronger ministry, with
emphasis on youth.
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