
Grace Lutheran Church
Norfolk, Nebraska

Ray S. Wilke, Pastor
Chris Asbury, Associate Pastor

September 19, 2021 17  Sunday after Pentecostth

FROM THE RECORDS OF LAST SUNDAY

Attendance

Saturday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

Sunday.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179

Total Attendance. . . . . . . . . . . . 211

Communed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

Offerings

Operating Fund. . . . . . . $19,967.41

Missions & Synod. . . . . . . . . 40.00

Total towards Budget. . . 20,007.41

Needed to Meet Budget.. 11,096.00

Building Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE

Saturday Sunday

Organist:  Emily Carlson Emily Carlson

Elders:  Kim McDaniel Shawn Beaudette, Glenn Spreeman

Ushers:  Wilson Long, Mike Roeber Ryan Freudenburg, Brandon Timmerman

Video Operator:  Shawn Fuhrman

Acolytes:  Sheenamea Hale, Mia Wiederin
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THE CHURCH CALENDAR

Sunday: Jeremiah 11:18-20

Monday: Ezra 1:1-11; 2 Corinthians 2:1-17

Quilting  1:00 p.m.

Tuesday: Ezra 3:1-13; 2 Corinthians 3:1-18

Wednesday: Ezra 4:1-24; 2 Corinthians 4:1-18

Ladies’ Bible Class  10:00 a.m.

5th-8th Catechism  3:45 p.m.

Jubilee Ringers  5:00 p.m.

Ding-A-Lingers  5:30 p.m.

Shekinah  6:00 p.m.

Adult Choir  7:00 p.m.

Thursday: Ezra 5:1-17; 2 Corinthians 1:1-21

Sunday Service on channel 12,  10:30 a.m.

Friday: Ezra 6:1-22; 2 Corinthians 6:1 - 7:1

Saturday: Ezra 7:1-28; 2 Corinthians 7:2-16

Worship Service  5:30 p.m.

Next Sunday: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Mark 9:38-50

Worship Service  10:00 a.m.

Graceland & Catechism Class  8:30 a.m.

Building Faithful Families  8:30 a.m.

Adult Bible Class  8:30 a.m.

Coffee/Fellowship Time  9:30 a.m.

September 19, 2021 17  Sunday after Pentecostth

5:30 p.m. Saturday and 10:00 a.m. Sunday

Opening Hymn:  “God Himself Is Present” LSB 907

Invocation, Confession and Absolution
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is

not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Introit:  Psalm 54
P: O God, save me by your name,
C: and vindicate me by your might.
P: O God, hear my prayer;
C: give ear to the words of my mouth.
P: For strangers have risen against me; ruthless men seek my life;
C: they do not set God before themselves.
P: Behold, God is my helper;
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C: the Lord is the upholder of my life.
P: He will return the evil to my enemies;
C: in your faithfulness put an end to them.
P: With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you;
C: I will give thanks to your name, O Lord, for it is good.
P: For he has delivered me from every trouble,
C: and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

Kyrie
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the

Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and

praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.

Hymn of Praise:  This Is the Feast (LSB p. 155)

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.  O Lord, keep Your Church in Your perpetual

mercy; and because without You we cannot but fail, preserve us
from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

Children’s Message
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Old Testament Reading:  Jeremiah 11:18–20
(The prophet relies on God’s protection as his opponents plot against him.) 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading:  James 3:13–4:10
(The apostle proclaims God’s peace even as we struggle with inner warfare.) 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse (LSB p. 156)

Holy Gospel: Mark 9:30–37
(After prophesying His death and resurrection, Jesus teaches the disciples how to

serve humbly.) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 9  chapter.th

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

The Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven

and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come.  Amen.

Sermon Hymn:  “What God Ordains Is Always Good” LSB 760

Sermon

Collection of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory:  “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” LSB 806

Prayers of the Church 

Preface
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day
overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection
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opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
singing:

 Sanctus (LSB p. 161)

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by
the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all
the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to

the disciples and said:  Take, eat; this is My body, which is given

for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.  In the same way also

He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He

gave it to them, saying:  Drink of it, all of you; this is My blood

of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of

sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Pax Domini

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.

Agnus Dei-I LSB 962
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Distribution Hymns
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” LSB 633
“When Aimless Violence Takes Those We Love” LSB 764
“Chief of Sinners Though I Be” LSB 611
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” LSB 761

Post-Communion Canticle:  Nunc Dimittis (LSB p. 165)

Post-Communion Collect
P: Let us pray.  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have

given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of
Your Son’s body and blood.  Keep us firm in the true faith
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His
coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face

shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you
with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn:  “Christ, Our Human Likeness Sharing” LSB 847
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NOTES AND NEWS

Welcome  We are glad that you have come to God’s House today. 
We sincerely encourage and invite you to return with us often to
worship our God.  Please sign the Welcome Book in the pew.

Flowers on the altar are from the wedding of Nick O’Bryan and Aly
Wilke.  May the Lord bless this young couple and keep them close to
Him all the days of their lives.

The Lutheran Hour:  “Scrapped Gifts”  God saves our scraps and
regifts them with Easter possibility (James 1:17-18).  Hear the
message Sunday on WJAG at 7:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

Life Thoughts in the Church Year:  Life issues like surprise
pregnancy and terminal diagnosis are not morally neutral situations
(James 4:4). Intentionally ending life arises from sinful selfishness
(James 4:2). But we don’t have to let our neighbors be led like lambs
to slaughter. We can encourage and assist them in committing their
cause instead to the Lord of hosts (Jeremiah 11:19-20). He has
already given Jesus as guarantee that He will lift them up (James
4:10).

Stewardship Corner:  In Jesus’ ministry here on earth, He called
fishermen, a tax collector, a zealot, and people of other occupations
to be His apostles.  They became a very important part of Jesus’ work
to seek and save the lost.  In the same way, Jesus, today, is calling us. 
Whether we are teachers, accountants, janitors, secretaries, or
retirees, we are being called to be part of God’s team, who are being
sent out to share the Good News of the Gospel.  On our own, we are
powerless, but we have been empowered by Jesus, gifted with the
Holy Spirit, and sent forth to share the eternal blessings of God’s
grace.

United in marriage last Saturday, September 11, were Larry
Freudenburg and Ruth Timm.  May our heavenly Father grant them
His blessings throughout their married life.

A BIG THANK YOU to all Grace members who took time out of their
busy days to help with Meals on Wheels!  The people receiving
meals are grateful for each and every one of you!  God bless you!

Sherry Dinkel

Grace has two electronic giving options! One is an automatic
withdrawal from your bank account (forms are available at the back
of church). The other is through an app called GivePlus. Our
processor has upgraded systems. The GivePlus Mobile app will be
retired September 30 .  Please download the Vanco Mobile app forth

free from the App Store or Google Play. From there, you can make
a one-time donation or set up recurring giving right through the app.
Just select your fund and amount, enter a payment method and
complete the donation. All current givers through GivePlus need
to switch to Vanco Mobile. Please see Kristen Rosner, Treasurer,
with any questions.

Pack the Bleachers Nights:  During the week of Homecoming, the
volleyball and football teams want to “Pack the Bleachers” on
September 21st (VB) and September 24th (FB). We would love to
see a HUGE number of students and families come and cheer!
Students in K-8 get in free and we will have free face tattoos and fun
kids games for prizes. Volleyball games begin at 6pm at LHNE and
the Football game begins at 7pm at Veterans Memorial Field. 

Hospitalized? Want a Pastor to visit?  Please call the church or the
pastors directly.  Otherwise it is possible the hospital will not notify
us.
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Mark Your Calendars: The Lutheran Laymen’s League Zone 11 Fall

Rally will be held on Sunday, October 3, at St. John’s Lutheran

Church in Wakefield.  The event is from 3:00-6:00 with supper at

5:00 (no charge for supper).  Our speaker is Paul Leckband, Board

Member and former Principle of Lutheran High Northeast, who is

now working for Orphan Grain Train.  Please RSVP to Pastor Willie

Bertrand by September 30 if you plan to attend 402-584-2408.

Prayer Works!  We at Grace believe in the power of God to answer

prayers.  The Lord Himself encourages us to call upon Him.  May we

do this on your behalf?  Please fill out a yellow Prayer Request Card

and place it in our Prayer Request Box in the Narthex.

The Mission Statement of Grace Lutheran Church

Founded and established in Grace, the people in this congregation

seek to:

_ Provide a place to worship and to teach the Word of God in its

truth and purity.

_ Administer the sacraments that the spiritual, physical, and

emotional needs of all members may be fulfilled.

_ Serve the unchurched and those in need with spiritual and

physical provision that they may come to know our Savior, Jesus

Christ, Who died on the cross for all.

Baptized Christians who confess their sins to God and one another,

trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins, believe these words of

Jesus in the Supper, and share our LCMS confession of faith are

welcome with us to celebrate God’s great gift of forgiveness and unity

in Holy Communion.  God warns that those who eat and drink

Christ’s body and blood in an “unworthy manner” do so to their great

harm (1 Corinthians 11:17-34). Therefore, these instructions are

meant to guide us and should be taken seriously by all as we humbly

look forward to every opportunity God gives us to celebrate this

“foretaste of the feast to come.” Those who have any questions of our

Lord’s Word regarding these instructions will want to first speak with

one of our pastors. Our pastors appreciate the opportunity to teach and

share more with you about God’s greatest gifts of forgiveness and life

in Jesus.
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