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2nd Sunday in Advent

December 5, 2021

As We Gather: Preparing for Christmas, we buy presents, attend social
gatherings, decorate, make plans to gather with family, and some will brace
for the pain of grief that can be so difficult this time of year. In the middle
of all our preparing, today the voice of John the Baptist rings out, “Prepare
the way of the Lord.” Undergirding all the preparing we are doing is
preparing for the Lord. John calls us to “bear fruits in keeping with
repentance.” In worship, we do just that. We repent. We turn again to God,
seeking His mercy, receiving His forgiveness, partaking of His grace. This
leads to bearing the fruit of the Spirit. John highlights the fruit of
generosity and contentment. What fruit is God calling you to bear as you
prepare for Christmas?
FROM THE RECORDS OF LAST SUNDAY
Attendance
Saturday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
Total Attendance. . . . . . . . . . . . 248
Sunday.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203
Offerings
Operating Fund. . . . . . . $12,637.16
Needed to Meet Budget.. 11,096.00
Total towards Budget. . . 12,637.16

The current debt of the church owed to EVBT includes $42,000 of
operating debt and $89,187 of maintenance and repairs. Please continue to
keep Grace in your prayers including the pastors, staff, volunteers, and
finances.
~Kristen Rosner, Treasurer

(Serving in God’s House on Notes and News Page)
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THE CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday:

Monday:

Malachi 3:1-7b; Luke 3:1-14 (15-20)
Soup & Pie Supper 5:00-7:30 p.m.
Isaiah 11:1-10; Revelation 5:11 - 6:17
Quilting 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday:

Isaiah 13:1-13; Revelation 7:1-17
Men’s Breakfast Study 10:00 a.m.
Board of Ed. 6:00 p.m.
Trustees 6:45 p.m.
Elders 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday:

Isaiah 25:1-9; Revelation 8:1-13
Advent W orship 10:00 a.m.
Ladies’ Bible Class 11:00 a.m.
Mercy Meals 1:00 p.m.
5th-8th Catechism 3:45 p.m.
Jubilee Ringers 5:00 p.m.
Ding-A-Lingers 5:30 p.m.
Shekinah 6:00 p.m.
Advent Supper 5:30 p.m.
Advent W orship 7:00 p.m.
Adult Choir 7:45 p.m.

Thursday:

Isaiah 26:1-13; Revelation 11:15-19
Moms & Tots 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Service on channel 12, 10:30 a.m.
W orship at The Meadows 1:30 p.m.

December 5, 2021
2nd Sunday in Advent
5:30 p.m. Saturday and 10:00 a.m. Sunday
Pre-Service Music

LHNE Band

Opening Hymn: “Prepare the Royal Highway”

LSB 343 v. 1-3

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Opening Sentences: Malachi 3:1, 6; Luke 3:4; Philippians 1:6, adapt.
P: The Lord says, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”
C: We thank You, O Lord!
P: The Lord says, “The messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight, behold, He is coming.”
C: We adore You, O Lord!
P: The Lord says, “I the Lord do not change; therefore you are not
consumed.”
C: We praise You, O Lord!
P: The Lord who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
C: We worship You, O Lord!
Hymn: “Prepare the Royal Highway”

LSB 343 v. 4

(Two Advent candles are lit.)
Friday:

Isaiah 28:5-19; Revelation 12:1-17
Family of God Night 5:30 p.m.

Saturday:

Isaiah 30:8-18; Revelation 14:6-19
Communion Service 5:30 p.m.

Next Sunday: Zephaniah 3:14-20; Luke 7:18-28 (29-35)
Communion Service 10:00 a.m.
Graceland & Catechism Class 8:30 a.m.
Building Faithful Families 8:30 a.m.
Adult Bible Class 8:30 a.m.
Coffee/Fellowship Time 9:30 a.m.
Koinonia 7:00 p.m.

4.

His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above.
His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding:
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word!

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
P: Let us pray. O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that
You are the light that shines in all the darkness of our lives. As
we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your light
and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
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Confession and Absolution: Psalm 25:6–7
P: Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new
creation in Christ, we confess our sins to God and one another.
We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought,
word, and deed. We have not borne fruit worthy of repentance.
We have sinned against You and our neighbors.
C: Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
P: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
C: according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake
of Your goodness, O Lord!

C: But My people did not listen to My voice; Israel would not
submit to Me.
P: Oh, that My people would listen to Me, that Israel would walk
in My ways!
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P:

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of
the Lord, make His paths straight.”

Kyrie (LSB p. 152-153)

Hymn: “Kyrie for the Four Sundays in Advent”
Forgive us, Lord, for times when peace was lost,
And moments when we never thought to love,
For times when we oppress and offend
And fight for things that kill us in the end.
Forgive, forgive, forgive us all our sins
And help us be in peace with all our kin.
Text: Copyright © 2015 Stephen M . Fearing. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.

P:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Introit: Psalm 81:8; 10–11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b
P: The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of
the Lord, make His paths straight.”
C: Hear, O My people, while I admonish you! O Israel, if you
would but listen to Me!
P: I am the Lord your God, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt. Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.
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C: You remain strong and never give up on us, coming to us
again and again in Word and Sacrament.
P: Fill us with joy in You, that our lives radiate Your goodness to
all the world;
C: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3:1–7b
(Malachi declares the coming of a messenger, which would be fulfilled in John the
Baptist.)

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gradual: Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.
P: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
C: Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.
P: Behold, your king is coming to you;
C: righteous and having salvation.
P: Blessèd is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: From the house of the Lord we bless you.
Epistle: Philippians 1:2–11
(Paul encourages that the Church be filled with the fruit of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ.)

Salutation
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Holy Gospel: Luke 3:1–14 (15–20)
(John the Baptist urges everyone to repent, and he points to Jesus.)

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. You are in our midst, mighty to save.
C: You rejoice over us as our loving Father.
P: When we wonder if Jesus is truly the One,
C: You come to us in Your Word and refresh our souls.
P: When we wander from You,

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Sermon Hymn: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

Prayer of the Church
Hymn: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

LSB 805

LSB 344

Sermon
Collection of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

LSB 338

Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Proper Preface
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised
Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape
the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and singing:
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Sanctus (LSB p. 161)

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Pax Domini
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
Agnus Dei (LSB p. 163)

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: Thank You, Lord of all creation, for this gift of our Lord’s
Supper, by which You prepare us to journey through those
wilderness times of our life assured of Your presence and
promise.
C: We thank You. We praise You. We adore You. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Distribution Hymns
“By All Your Saints in Warfare”
LSB 518 v. 1, 18, 3
“Church of God, Elect and Glorious”
LSB 646
“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”
LSB 347
“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”
LSB 348
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Post-Communion Hymn: “Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the
Lord” LSB 935 v.1 & 4
1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
Tender to me the promise of His Word;
In God my Savior shall my heart rejoice.
4.

Welcome We rejoice in your presence with us during this season of
Advent. Since Advent is a time of preparation, please join us in an
attitude of silent and reverent preparation. Please sign the Welcome
Book in the pew.
The Lutheran Hour: “Because We Belong” The world tells us we
must be useful in order to belong, but that’s not how God sees us
(Luke 1:5-25). Hear the message Sunday on WJAG at 7:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m.

Tell out, my soul, the glories of His Word!
Firm is His promise, and His mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
To children’s children and forevermore!

Post-Communion Thanksgiving
P: Let us pray. Lord God, we give You thanks for Your thrilling
words of life and salvation, made real and tangible to us today in
Christ’s body and blood. As You have touched our lips and our
hearts with the body and blood of Jesus, so let the words that
come from our mouths speak Your message of restoration into
this broken world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benediction
P: He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at
the day of Jesus Christ. The Lord bless you and keep you. The
Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”

NOTES AND NEWS

LSB 359

Life Thoughts in the Church Year: God’s deeds give every member
of our race a right to life (Psalm 66:5, 9). He creates us in our
mother’s womb. He redeems us even as embryos. He calls us all into
His everlasting family. Our life is a masterpiece He Himself
commences and completes (Philippians 1:6). No sizes, skills, or
circumstances on our part can impair or improve the value He has
invested in us and our neighbors.
Stewardship Corner: Why do we decorate our Christmas trees with
lights? Of course, we enjoy the beauty of those lights, especially in
a darkened room, but take some time this Christmas season to
meditate in that quiet dark room where your tree stands all aglow.
Think about what those lights represent: the Son of God, in whom
"…was life, and that life was the light of men" (John 1:4). Then
“…testify concerning that light, so that through Him all men might
believe" (John 1:7). Use all the strength God gives you to tell others
that Jesus is “the light of the world.” (John 9:5).
It’s time to order poinsettias to decorate the altar for Christmas. The
cost will be $15.00 each. If you would like to order a poinsettia,
contact Vicki at the church office or you can put the money in the
offering plate–mark it for a poinsettia. Deadline for ordering is
Sunday, December 12.
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Ladies’ Aid: On Thursday, December 9, the Ladies’ Aid will be
meeting at Black Cow/Fat Pig at 11:30 a.m. for lunch and their
monthly meeting.
Be sure and join us this Wednesday as we continue our weekly
Advent Services at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. This years’ theme is
“Wait Upon the Lord”. Advent Suppers will be at 5:30 p.m. The
menu for this week will be sloppy joes.
Be sure and join us next weekend for this
year’s Drive Thru Live Nativity sponsored
by Christ Lutheran, Grace Lutheran, Mt.
Olive, and Our Savior. It will take place on
Saturday, December 11 at Memorial Field
Parking Lot from 10a.m.-4p.m.
Volunteers are needed to help with this.
Please scan the QR code to sign up.

Koinonia, having decided to dissolve, requests all members to attend
our December 12th meeting to decide what will be done with
remaining funds at the end of the year.
Family Christmas Tree: It’s time once again for the Family Christmas
Tree. This year we are collecting items for the Orphan Grain Train
Christmas Boxes for next year. Take a tag from the tree in the
Narthex and return the item unwrapped and place under the tree.

Grace Lutheran Picture Wall: “Smile” ( We are working on putting
pictures up on the board hanging in the hallway outside the
restrooms. We are asking, if you are able and willing, to bring in a
Vertical 3 X 5 picture of your family that we can put on the board.
Please write on the back of the picture the names of everyone in the
picture. We will be mounting and labeling each so we can know one
another more easily. Pictures can be dropped off at the church office
or placed in the box located by the photo board. If you are unable to
print your picture, you can e-mail it to the church office at
glnorfolk@q.com and we will print it for you. We would like to get
this project completed by the end of December.
Student Teacher Host: Christ Lutheran School will be having a
student teacher, Mikala Perino, join the school in early January to
teach preschool and 2nd grade. We are looking for anyone who could
be a host to Mikala through March. If you would be interested,
please contact Drew Urban at the school office at 371-5536.
“Warmth, Peace, and Pajamas” We do not need to go any further
than our own city limits to find children in need. The Salvation Army
this Christmas season, along with their usual “Toy and Food Drive”
is again collecting pajamas for their program called “Warmth, Peace,
and Pajamas”. The goal is to put a new pair of warm pajamas on
every child in Norfolk who may otherwise go to bed, COLD. Help
us to warm the hearts and bodies of these precious children. Please
consider making either a monetary donation or actually buying a new
pair of pajamas so that all of Norfolk’s children can sleep in warmth
this winter season. Checks made payable to “The Norfolk Salvation
Army Pajama Project” can be dropped off at the Salvation Army
office or sent to 610 W. Norfolk Avenue, Norfolk, NE 68701. New
pajamas can be dropped off at the Salvation Army, 610 W. Norfolk
Avenue; 106KIX, LiteRock 97.5, News Talk WJAG 780 AM and
105.9 FM all located at 309 Braasch Ave., and Anytime Fitness at
2118 Market Lane. Deadline for money or pajamas is Thursday,
December 17. Sizes needed are 8 through Adult XL for both girls
and boys.
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National Honor Society Gift Wrapping: On December 11th,
Lutheran High’s National Honor Society is having a gift-wrapping
event from 1:00-4:00. If you are able, you can go to the Live Nativity
held in Norfolk and then head on up to Lutheran High and have the
students wrap your Christmas presents for you. Prices vary depending
on the size of the gift. Thank you for your support!
Hospitalized? Want a Pastor to visit? Please call the church or the
pastors directly. Otherwise it is possible the hospital will not notify
us.
Prayer Works! We at Grace believe in the power of God to answer
prayers. The Lord Himself encourages us to call upon Him. May we
do this on your behalf? Please fill out a yellow Prayer Request Card
and place it in our Prayer Request Box in the Narthex.
The Mission Statement of Grace Lutheran Church
Founded and established in Grace, the people in this congregation
seek to:
_ Provide a place to worship and to teach the Word of God in its
truth and purity.
_ Administer the sacraments that the spiritual, physical, and
emotional needs of all members may be fulfilled.
_ Serve the unchurched and those in need with spiritual and
physical provision that they may come to know our Savior, Jesus
Christ, Who died on the cross for all.

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE
Saturday
Sunday
Organist: Emily Carlson
Emily Carlson
Elders: Brian Boning
Jake Dinkel, Josh Freudenburg
Ushers: Mike Roeber, W ilson Long
Ushers:
Ben Brummels, Ryan Freudenburg, Mike W iederin
Video Operator:
Phil Zastrow
Acolytes:
Jasmine Ellenberger, Mia W iederin
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